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from the editor 

2 winter 2002 

Many people complain about schools 
and the sort of people they are turning 
out. A word of caution before you 
blame this on the education system, 
they merely turn out what is fed in. 
People are right to think there is 
something wrong with our society but 
it is a mistake to think all you need to 
do is change the educational system. 
Education draws out what is already 
there - that's what the word means. 
What is there is a result of our homes, 
which are the results of the individuals 
that make up our society. 

The basic problem of our society 
is a growing selfishness and we are 
increasing it in many different ways. 
We shouldn't blame the children or their 
teachers for what is a problem of the 
whole society. 

There is a solution if we are willing 
to accept it - submit ourselves to God 
so that we can learn of His own self-
less-ness. He made the world for our 
sakes and we can enjoy all sorts of 
blessings from Him - health, happiness, 

friendship and so on. He is serving not 
His own interests but ours. Witness the 
fact that Jesus though he was rich, for 
our sakes became poor, that we through 
his poverty might become rich. He gave 
himself in death for us that we may be 
rescued from the fate we deserve and 
made to share equally with Him in the 
joys of heaven. 

God is other-person centred, and if 
we submit ourselves to Him and love 
Him He will shape us into His own 
character. Will we accept this salvation 
for ourselves making God the centre 
in order that we might reflect His 
character? Let's not blame the education 
system for the real blame lies with 
each of us. We are self-centred and we 
form a self-centred society, unwilling to 
help each other if it inconveniences us. 
God is not like that. Jesus loved us and 
gave himself for us. Let's turn our faces 
towards Him so that we can reflect His 
character of love and unselfishness. 

Paul Dew 

the real australian 3 

"REAL AUSTRALIA" GREETING CARDS 
New scenes, Post Office preferred size 
Single pack of 6 cards with envelopes featuring our 

stry Areas. 
J I G A 12 Pack of 6 cards with envelopes $7.70 

mailto:ra@bushchurchaid.com.au
http://www.bushchurchaid.com.au
mailto:brian@bushchurchaid.com.au
mailto:robyn@bushchurchaid.com.au
mailto:paul@bushchurchaid.com.au
mailto:murray@bushchurchaid.com.au
mailto:david@bushchurchaid.com.au
http://com.au
mailto:raymond@bushchurchaid.com.au


School ministry in the Murchison 
Transient populations that come to 
the Murchison to make money or 
get promoted affect the Parish in a 
negative way. This negativity can be 
observed within our schools, so its 
great when God answers our prayers 
for consistency amongst our school 
principals. Mt Magnet District High 
School is a case in point. The current 
principal, Anne, arrived at the end of 
1997. With her stability comes a stability 
of staff, school discipline etc. enabling 
Mellita and me to have a greater impact 
for Christ within the school. 

We started working in the Parish 
of the Murchison on a monthly basis 
in 1996 on the completion of Phil 
and Margaret Bassett's ministry. We 
were able to build on their good name 
and work and conducted Religious 
Instruction Seminars in Mt Magnet 
District High School two to three times 
a year during 1997 and 1998. Since 
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commencing full-time in the Parish 
in 1999 we have continued with Rl 
seminars on a regular basis. 

In 2001 Anne asked us to perform 
the role of voluntary chaplains in the 
school, something we never expected 
but what an opportunity! Where would 
we find the time? We looked at our 
programme and decided to give the 
school half a day per week to perform 
the chaplaincy role. This was a greater 
commitment than Anne had expected so 
she was delighted! In 2001 we became 
the school chaplains and tried to find 
our way in the school system. Many 
teachers were not as keen as Anne was 
but we persisted with our role. 

The school at Mt Magnet doesn't 
have the support networks available 
that other places may take for granted. 
A school psychologist visits monthly 
from Geraldton, as do other support 
networks, but there is absolutely 

no qualified local 
person who can offer 
counselling support to 
children or adults when 
they are in need. We 
often feel overwhelmed 
in our task but we seek 
to do our best. 

In 2002 Anne 
wanted to increase 

our time in the school to one full day 
per week and to pay for the extra 
half day. Anne had spoken to the CCE 
(Churches Commission on Education) 
to see how to put this in place. What 
normally happens in larger towns is 
that the local churches get together 
to financially support a chaplain. 
Anne recognised that this would not 
be possible in Mt Magnet and so she 
investigated the possibility of having 
the chaplain paid out of school staffing 
funds. 

Where would we find another half 
day per week, was it possible, should 
we say "No" to this great opportunity? 
We consulted our Diocese and BCA 
about the possibility of Mellita 
performing this paid role. They were 
totally in favour of the idea and in the 
end we said "Yes". Mind you Mellita's 
been performing the role now for over 
2 months and she still has not been 
paid. The Western Australian schooling 
system has no record of what chaplains 

are to be paid and that's because to the 
best of our knowledge, Mellita's the 
first in WA to be employed by the 
Education Department! 

We are still coming to terms with 
finding the extra time and determining 
what this new role involves. Anne wants 
Mellita to liaise with teachers and teach 
Christian values within the school. This 
is certainly a challenge but we see it as 
a wonderful opportunity and we'll see 
what unfolds. 

So what about next year? Will Mt 
Magnet get a new principal? Will the 
new principal be supportive of our 
chaplaincy role? In fact, will the new 
principal be supportive of Rl in the 
school? (Cue has had over 5 principals 
in the time we have been in the Parish 
and with each new principal we have 
had to reapply for the opportunity to 
conduct Rl in the school. We were told 
"No" on at least one occasion, however 
the current principal has supported our 
involvement for the last 2 years). 

It is my hope that Anne remains in 
Mt Magnet as long as we do, but that 
hope may be a bit unrealistic due to the 
transient nature of our towns. That's 
life in the Murchison - ministry must be 
flexible to allow for the high turnover of 
our population within the church and 
within the broader community. 

Rev'd Captain Allan Bate 
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Taking Jesus into 
the Classrooms 
of the Winton Parish 
The principals of the schools actively 
support Christian Religious Education 
(CRE) in the local schools in this 
Outback area. In Winton CRE is held in 
every primary class each week and at 
Boulia classes are held when we are 
in town if it is a school day. We visit 
Boulia, 370 km west of Winton, on the 
first Sunday of each month and teach at 
the school on Monday morning. 

The cost of providing Religion in 
Life material for every child in the State 
School in Winton is born by those who 
teach - one Catholic sister who has 
retired from full time teaching and 

myself (the parish has paid for the 
material for my classes), and the schools 
provide for us with photocopying. 

Here in Winton I am taking grades 4-
7 this year and the children all actively 
participate. There are 27 children in 
grade 4/5 and 28 children in grade 6/7. 

At Boulia we take everything we need 
with us in the car - bibles, lesson sheets, 
song sheets, tape/CD player, video, paste, 
scissors, etc. There are approximately 
50 children in the school. We take the 
children in 3 groups - kinder/1, 2/3/4 
and 5/6/7 between 8.30am and 10.30am 
using photocopied material based on 
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the material used in Winton. 
It is challenging work but most 

rewarding. All the children love the 
singing and many a day I have heard 
them singing at recess one of the 
songs I have taught them in CRE. 
The teachers tell me also about the 
enthusiasm of the children and how 
often they hear them singing 'our' songs 
at other times. I am constantly aware 
how well our lessons complement what 
is being taught in the classroom and 
have often been able to use something 
from their previous lesson as an opener 
for my lesson. 

Our Lord goes ahead of us at all 

times and prepares the way - especially 
for CRE lessons. It is a privilege to be 
out here teaching these young ones 
about Jesus and God's love for them. 

Very few families have an active 
commitment to the church so it is vital 
for the future of these children that CRE 
be continued in the schools. It is the 
only opportunity most of them will get 
to hear the Gospel. Thank you for your 
support of our ministry and the Lord's 
call for us to serve Him in the parish of 
Winton. 

Lois Quinn 

Announcing...The Outback Education Fund -
Tax Deductible Supporting Christian Religious Education 

As we reach out to those throughout 
Australia it is important that children 
have the opportunity to hear of 
the life-giving Word and of Jesus' 
wonderful love for them. 

The OUTBACK EDUCATION FUND 
has been established for just that 
purpose - to support our Field Staff 
as they teach religious education in 
government schools in their areas of 
ministry. This also includes religious 
education for those children of the 
School of the Air. 

The Fund provides tax-deductibility 

and will be used to cover the cost 
of travel to remote schools, religious 
educational resources for the children 
and associated Field Staff costs. 

Whether you choose to give 
financially, or prayerfully -
or both - your support is important 
to the future of the children of the 
Outback. 

To donate to the Outback 
Education Fund complete the 
appropriate section on the inside back 
cover and forward in the enclosed 
envelope to your Regional Office. 
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A start to knowing Jesus 
It is so important yet so few understand. 
Many of the young parents in our towns 
have no Bible knowledge whatsoever. 
Much of what they know does not 
even extend to Rev Bob of 'E Street' 
(a poor parody of a priest). We have 
one generation of Biblical ignorance 
breeding another. 

What are we to do? I believe we 
need to grasp every opportunity and 
one very obvious one is to teach 
Special Religious Education (SRE) as 
it is called in WA. In order to qualify to 
teach SRE in WA one must complete 
some course work, which Jeanette and I 
completed via a teacher training college, 
in the early 80's. We were members of 
the Wickham (BCA) Church at that time. 

My teaching begins the week before 
with study and preparation of lesson 
material sometimes taking up to six 
hours. I use prepared material so I have 
more time available to prepare props 
and other teaching aids, adding colour 
to photocopied visual aids and thinking 
up other creative responses. Children 
today live in a culture of stimulation 
and short term concentration, so lessons 
have to have changes and movement to 
get and keep their attention. 

Monday morning I begin at 
Paraburdoo teaching years 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
Last year I also taught the year 6's, but 
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the work required another set of age 
level material and aids, which stretched 
me just that bit too much. So I stop at 
year 5 in Paraburdoo. 

Tuesday after the morning Bible 
Study I head off to Tom Price (80 
kms away), travelling over lunchtime 
with sandwich in hand taking all my 
SRE needs as well as Bible Study, 
Baptism/ Marriage preparation material 
- depending on my appointments. 
Compliments of Hamersley Iron I am 
able to sleep in an annex they maintain 
for employees. This can be a bit 'hit 
and miss' as I get bumped off the list 
when their need arises - like process 
plant 'shut downs' thus I take a sleeping 
bag so I can bunk down in the Uniting 
Church building if need be. 

I arrive in time to check I have a 
room and drop my cold pack, then get 
to the staff room for a quick chat with 
the teachers before heading off to teach 
years 2, 3 and 4 in Tom Price (Central) 
Primary. I have had two different 
assistants, each parishioners, who 
eventually left town before qualifying 
to teach. 

Wednesday morning Helen and I go 
to North Tom Price Primary to teach 
the year 2, 3 and 4's. Helen is a member 
of the Baptist Church and is doing the 
study units to qualify as an SRE teacher. 

She is happy being my 
assistant and I find her a 
blessing in the classroom. 

Classes are often made 
up of students from two 
different classrooms and 
I have had as many as 
33 students in one class, 
so any help is a blessing. 
I get my assistants 
to help struggling 
students, encourage 
others, help with giving 
directions and/or stand 
by a disruptive student 
encouraging them to 
stay on track. Helen has 
also helped out with 
presenting a lesson. 

Some students say 
things like: 
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GVIy clad "That's okay, maybe 
met Gael and doesn't know Jesus" I reply. "What do you believe?" 

"My dad doesn't believe in God" 
- "That's okay, maybe he hasn't met God 
and doesn't know Jesus" I reply. "What 
do you believe?" 

"I don't believe in Jesus!" - 'You're 
allowed to do that, but do you know 
the most amazing thing? Jesus believes 
in you.' 

Bible Study on Wednesday evening 
keeps me away from home for a second 
night. Why do I do it? - Two reasons: 

the children need to know otherwise we 
perpetuate the generations of Biblical 
ignorance, and because I can't expect 
others to do as I say and not what I do 
(or don't do), I model what is important 
- teaching our children the Gospel. 

Joe Sullivan 



The tradition 
continues 
Since 1949 The Bush Church Aid 
Society has cared for hundreds of 
outback children and young people at 
our Broken Hill Hostel. Now that there 
is no student demand for the hostel 
facility, the formation of the OUTBACK 
Ministry District (based at EC A House) 
continues the tradition of care for 
outback children. 

Already adults and families are 
making use of the accommodation 
available at BCA House. In June 
we had our first group of isolated 
children who school via School 
of the Air come and partake of our 
hospitality. 

At various times groups of 8-10 
children will come to Broken Hill for 
four days of face to face teaching, 
meeting with teachers and fellow 
students. While most of their activities 
are based at the School of the Air 
buildings, they will be accommodated 
and use the kitchen facilities at BCA 
House. 

The White family [see photo] 
having moved from the Lightning 
Ridge church family made use of the 
hospitality offered by the BCA House 
facility. 

The older children give this little 
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It's where you go 
when all the students 
get together and you 
also sleep there. It's 
heaps of fun and also 
at School of the Air 
you don't get bullied. 
So School of the Air 
is quite good fun." 
Alan Hoskin 

left: The White family 
celebrate Isaac's 
birthday at BCA 
house. 
below: Daniel, 
Rebekkah, Jaymes, 
Victoria, Isaac 
growing in IT use. 

insight into their experience of School 
of the Air: Daniel [aged 12]: "I enjoyed 
DEC [Distance Education Center] 
because of the no-distraction zone. You 
can really enjoy the PC games. The Mini 
camps are also great. They also give you 
a computer and a radio. They also plan 
your daily work." 

Rebekkah [aged 9]: "I enjoyed DEC 
because there were no distractions and 
because we got to talk on the radio. I 
loved going to the Mini-school. Mini-
school is when all the DEC'ers go to a 
camp-site for a whole week." Jaymes 
[aged 7] : " I like School of the Air 
because of the Mini-Schools. 
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Mission Australia Address 

The Parish of the North East Goldfields 
covers the outback towns of Leinster, 
Leonora, and Laverton in Western 
Australia. 

In our ten years of ministry we have 
had regular Religious Education in all the 
Parish school classes. Fitting these into 
an already busy schedule is difficult and 

we have been able to reach with the 
message of Jesus over 800 children from 
pre-primary through to year seven. 

Each school has its own particular 
requirements - an activity sheet that 
meets the needs of a year three class in 
one school will better fit a year six class 
at another. I therefore have to rethink 

travelling presents challenges not found 
in an urban parish. I walk from my home 
in Leinster to the school, but Leonora is 
140 kms and Laverton 260 kms away. 

The freedom to teach in these schools 
is dependent upon the mercy of the 
school principals who change on average 
every two years. Some have been 
extremely supportive, others not so. 

Due to the transient population of 
each of these towns the schools have a 
turnover of children each year of about 
25 - 50%. The school numbers range 
from 80-150, and so with your support 
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and perform some mental gymnastics 
in teaching the same lesson in different 
schools. The range of ability and 
literacy levels helps me appreciate the 
commitment of the regular class teacher 

Normally the teacher stays in the 
classroom during the Scripture lesson 
and often can be included in the lesson 
(an added bonus, they get to hear the 
gospel too). It is a great joy to hear 
parents express that for the following 
week their children continually sing 
"God songs". 
Les Gaulton. 

Bishop Harry Goodhew is currently 
presenting the "Mission Australia 
Address" around Australia under the 
title "Small can be Beautiful - the 
problems and possibilities of a small 
church". At the time of going to print 
Adelaide, Melbourne, Perth and Sydney 
addresses have had good numbers 
challenged with the opportunities 
that lie before each member of God's 
family to make sure that we see the 
possibilities of being vibrant and 
healthy churches. 

Don't judge your church by its size 
but realise the vision and understanding 
of what God requires to maintain the 
spiritual health of your church. Harry 
encouraged everyone to have a living 
faith nourished by the Scriptures and to 
never give up. While we may not know 
God's secret purposes we do know that 
God's will is for people to be saved 
through Christ - hence the BCA 
vision "Australia for Christ". 

We thank God for men like Harry 
who have a passion for mission but 
above all for their love for Jesus. You 
can purchase a copy of the address 

for $5 by contacting the BCA office, 
or you can download from the website 
www.bushchurchaid.com.au 
You can still hear Harry at the 
following locations: 
BRISBANE 
22ND SEPTEMBER 2.00 PM 
St Mark's Church 
CLAYFIELD 
Contact: Angeline Lim 
(07) 3349 9081 
CANBERRA 
30TH OCTOBER 7.45 PM 
St Matthew's Church 
WANNIASSA ACT 
Contact: Paul Dew (02) 9262 5017 

It is a great joy to hear parents express that for the following week their 
children continually sing "God songs" 

The Society has been gifted 128 copies of BCP and 
222 copies ofAAPB. Good Order! 

?r we can't refuse and extend the gospel work of BCA. 
Phone your Regional Office 

http://www.bushchurchaid.com.au


pray for our staff in our Mission Field 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Bishop Tony Nichols 
KUNUNURRA 
Archdeacon Bob and Mrs Denise Rothwell 
WYNDHAM/OONIBULGURRI 
Rev Peter and Mrs Joy Palmer (affiliated) 
DERBY 
Mr Lyndon and Mrs Kelly Bell (co-worker) 
BROOME 
Rev David and Mrs Cheryl O'Mara 
Rev Andrew and Mrs Kylie Ford (affiliated) 
NEWMAN 
Rev Brian and Mrs Annie Fyffe 
HEDLAND 
Archdeacon Bill and MrsJocelyn Ross 
KARRATHA vacant 
PARABURDOO/TOM PRICE 
Rev Joe and Mrs Jeanette Sullivan 
MT MAGNET (Murchison) 
Rev Allan and Mrs Mellita Bate 
LEINSTER (NE Gold fields) 
Rev Les and Mrs Jenny Gaulton 
NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA (MTA Geraldton) 
Rev Jonathan and Mrs Pascale Deeks 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA 
Bishop Garry Weatherill 

COOBER PEDY vacant 
ROXBY DOWNS 
Rev Tom and Mrs Michelle Beever 
LEIGH CREEK 
Rev Mark and Mrs Sandy Evans 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA 
Bishop Bruce Clark 

OUTBACK MINISTRY DISTRICT (incorporating 
Menindee ft Wilcannia, based in Broken Hill) 
Rev Alan and Mrs Philippa Hoskin 

DIOCESE OF BENDIGO 
Bishop David Bowden 

EAGLHAWK MTA 
Mrs Tracey and Mr David Wolsley 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE 
Bishop Peter Brain 

LIGHTNING RIDGE 
Rev Rick and Mrs Danielle Maude 
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The BCA prayer 
Lord our God, help us to remember thost mp live in isolated and remote parts of our 

land. We ask you to strengthen and encourc gmil whose ministries are supported by The 
Bush Church Aid Society 

Refresh them in times of discouragemenL md loneliness and call others to stand with 
them in the task of making Christ known. 

Grant that, through the ministry of Word ml Sacraments, through caring service and 
by support for young people, the message o mur redeeming love may be proclaimed and 
accepted by the people of our land. 

We ask these things through Jesus Chris. o\r Lord. AMEN. 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA 
Bishop John Harrower 

KING ISLAND 
Rev Richard and Mrs Jennifer Minol 
FURNEAUX ISLANDS 
Rev Bob and Mrs Sue Witten 
LONGFORD/ EVANDALE7 NILE MTA 
Mr Steve and Mrs Nonie Wakeford 

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND 
Bishop John Noble 
Assistant Bishop Rt Rev Jim and Mrs Lala Leftwich 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON 
Bishop Ron Stone 

WINTON 
Rev Dennis and Mrs Lois Quinn 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Bishop Philip Freier 

DARWIN-NUNGALINYA COLLEGE 
Ms Elizabeth Caldwell 

DARWIN-ANGLICARE 
Mr Peter and Mrs Lynne Fisher 

DARWIN-ANGLICARE 
Clinic Nurse Ms Sue Sellar 

REGIONAL OFFICES 
WA OFFICE Rev Raymond Molyneux 

SA OFFICE Rev David Hand and Mrs Bev Rayner 

VIC/TAS OFFICE Rev Murray Lamont and 
Miss Sueanne Maw 

NSW/ACT OFFICE Rev Paul Dew and Mrs Aila Alderson 

QLD/NORTHERN NSW OFFICE Rev Graeme Hodgkinson 
Mrs Angeline Lim and Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

BCA NATIONAL OFFICE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR Canon Brian Roberts, 

Mrs Robyn Williams, Miss Rebecca Williamson, 

Mr Philip Lidbetter 

If you'd like more details for prayer, send for our free quarterly prayer notes. 
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The Kirkby Trust 
A call from the past-finds a way 
forward for tomorrow 

Sydney James Kirkby, the first executive 
officer of Bush Church Aid, had a deep 
sense of identification with the toil and 
hardships Australian outback people 
coped with and this identification 
helped him to move others to support 
country people. BCA, in the fine 
tradition of its founder and visionary 
is establishing a trust to fund new and 
exciting projects for ministry education 
and medical work in remote Australia. It 
will be called The Kirkby Trust. 

In 2001, 55 people across Australia 
were interviewed about the nature of 
the projects and the concept of an 
endowment to fund them. The result 
was overwhelmingly in favour of 
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Ph is still very real today and we could-
to that, that without partnership 

from some of the corporati giants today, 
we won't be able to do all we would see 
as vital in bringing the love of God and 
the message of the saving grace of his 
son Jesus Christ to the people of the 
outback. 

What's new about that you might 
ask? Well for the first time we are 
going to make serious approaches 
to companies, especially those with 
operations where BCA has ministries, 
to help us achieve our goal. At this 

point we want you to know what we 
are doing and seek your help in r & i n g 

tour case by way of any cfbntacl 
night have as or with corporate feaolrs. 
If you know of anyone w whom we 
should go please contact your BCA 
Regional Office with details. Thank you 
for your faithful support, for sharing 
that empathy of S J Kirkby with our 
brothers and sisters in the bush. It 
is our prayer that we may take a lead 
from the man whose humble dedication 
began such a vital work in our land. 

proceeding./ 
Already, through your generous 

support, BCA is able itialf 
two projects, the Clinic Nurse in Darwi|| 
and the OUTBACK l in istry District Staff 
Worker in Broken Hill for one year. But 
we want to guaranty these positions 
and others like them, for many years to 
come. 

Therefore, it has been decided to 
establish an endowment to provide 
income to meet running costs each year. 
Bishop Tom Jones, the second CEO of 
BCA wrote in the 30s: 
"The outback dioceses of our land have 
many problems of manpower and 



Welcome home... 

For many of us, home is the most 
wonderful place on the entire earth. 
For many home means acceptance, 
understanding, fellowship and most 
of all love - all of which has been our 
experience since arriving at Roxby 
Downs/Andamooka. My family and I 
arrived in Roxby on December 30th, 
2001, and we haven't once felt like 
strangers or that we were not at home. 

Because of the exciting 31/2 years 
of ministry my family and I enjoyed at 
the remote coastal town of Ceduna in 
South Australia, (1997 - 2000) it was an 
emotional experience to be 'at home' in 
the outback again. 

Before accepting the position at 
Roxby, I was talking to a colleague at 
the 2001 Synod in Perth. My colleague 
and I were talking about my 'outback' 
ministry at Ceduna when he said, 
"there's something incredibly spiritual 
and beautiful in the outback' and I don't 
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mind admitting, that my 
eyes quickly welled up 
with tears as I nodded 
my head in agreement. 

I love the outback! 
I love the people of the 
outback!I love the sense 
of community spirit in 
the outback. I love the 
sense of humour of those 
who live in the outback. 
I love the wildlife of 

the outback. I love the stillness of the 
outback. 

In the week before my 
commissioning, Barry and John (two 
men from the Roxby congregation) said 
they needed to make an urgent trip 
to 'mensland" and asked would I like 
to go with them. I said, "Sure, thanks 
for asking". But in my naivety, I asked, 
"What's Mensland?" They smiled a sly 
smile and simply answered by saying 
that it was their favourite shop at 
Roxby. As they spoke, we pulled into the 
car park at this huge Mitre 10 store. It 
was then that I realised what 'mensland' 
meant to this ex-builder and ex-painter. 

When we pulled up at Barry's place 
after our visit to 'mensland' I was 
caught by surprise when he said 'lets 
pray'. Barry led the three of us in a time 
of prayer and praise (as we sat in John's 
car) thanking God for His greatness and 

love. It was a precious moment and 
I must confess I have never prayed a 
prayer after a visit to Mitre 10, (oops 
mensland) before! 

On my way to Andamooka on my 
first Sunday after commissioning, 
(February 10, Elizabeth's birthday), I was 
reminded of why I love the outback so 
much. About 3kms out of Andamooka 
I was privileged to see two beautiful 
big eagles stalking over the carcass of 
a dead kangaroo. As I slowed down, 
(because of the danger of the eagles 
flying into my windscreen) to my delight 
the eagles made no attempt whatsoever 
to fly away. Perhaps they could see the 
tears in my eyes as I thanked God for 
the beauty and wildlife of the outback. 

At our March 10th services at 
Roxby, I put forward a presentation 
titled, 'catching the vision' which 
was a presentation of our newly 
established goals and vision for the 
future. The great response to this 
vision is equipping us to meet future 
ministry challenges. We at Roxby and 
Andamooka believe God has some 
exciting things in store as we begin our 
ministry together. 

It has been wonderful for my family 
and I to have so many people welcome 
us 'home' from across the Diocese of 
Willochra, and from the Gospel centred 
and pastorally supportive ministry of 

BCA. So many BCA supporters have 
written, or phoned to say, 'welcome 
back to the ministry of BCA, we've 
missed you'. So yes, for my family and 
me, coming back to the outback is like 
coming home! 

Barry states "When Avril and I moved 
to Roxby in 1988 we thought we would 
be here for 2 years and then move on. 
Our newfound Saviour had other plans 
for us. As we have lived our lives at 
Roxby we strive to live a life that will 
glorify our Lord, and that people will 
see that although we are in the world 
we are not of the world. We just never 
know what effect we can have on the 
world when we shine forth Jesus' love, 
particularly in remote towns such as 
Roxby." 

Laurie states "I have been a 
member of the Roxby Downs Christian 
Community Church for over 8 years 
and am blessed to have witnessed God's 
hand at work throughout this time. Each 
minister we have had has so obviously 
fulfilled a wonderful purpose. We have 
been truly blessed by the ministers God 
has sent us, so thank you BCA for your 
ongoing support and commitment to 
our congregation in the middle of no 
where." 

Tom Beever - Roxby Downs. 

the real australian 19 



Gospel grants Queensland 
Bush Church Aid supporters will 
rejoice with the news of the following 
two grants (two of several) that have 
been made under the Gospel Outreach 
Initiative Grant Scheme for Queensland 
and the Northern Territory announced at 
the beginning of 2002. 

The first grant helps in the 
development of a youth group in the 
Church of St Bartholomew and All 
Souls on Thursday Island by giving 
a grant towards a special project 
devised by the local church leaders. 

The church on Thursday Island has 
recognised that many young people are 
not becoming involved in the activities 
of the church and that some of them 
are going through some sort of crisis 
such as bullying, getting involved in 
alcohol and drug abuse or teenage 
pregnancy. Local Christian adults want 
to help and support those caught up in 
these destructive activities by teaching 
them the Christian worldview and 
training them in practical ways of using 
their youthful energy. 

Several young people have been 
identified by the church members on 
Thursday Island as having the potential 
to be leaders in the church and 
community. A mentoring program has 
been developed called Joshua's Tree. 

Adult mentors guide young people 
in spiritual learning by discussing 
Scripture and how it relates to 
everyday life. At the same time those 
involved will be encouraged to learn 
practical skills so that they can look 
after church property, make repairs 
when needed and look after the 
church grounds. 

The primary mission of Joshua's 
Tree is defined as, "To reach today's 
young people for Jesus Christ, engaging 
them in effective Christian living", and 
the church affirms the importance 
of ministry which is holistic and 
encompasses the following: 

• seeking the unreached 
• saving through the proclamation of 

the gospel 
• strengthening through discipleship, 

and 

• serving in accordance with God's 
will and gifting to the individual. 

The grant monies will be used to 
purchase building materials, gardening 
equipment, advertising essentials and 
food for a 'Praise Party' for those 
involved in the program. Please pray for 
the church elders and for those taking 
part in this Gospel-centred ministry. 

The second grant is helping 
isolated children's work with Saint 
Aidan's Isolated Children's Gospel 
Group (SAICGG) at Pentland in the 
parish of Charters Towers, NQ. 

The group consists of about twenty 
children, ranging in age from three 
to twelve years. Most of the children 
attend the Pentland State School, 
although three families are enrolled in 
the Charters Towers School of distance 
education. These children travel in 
from cattle properties to attend the 

fortnightly SAICGG gatherings. 
As a product of attending this 

group, all children identify as Christians, 
even though many of their parents do 
not. Parent interest has been raised 
through this group to the extent that 
some mothers are currently organising 
a Christianity Explained group to 
coincide with the children's meetings. 

The grant money will help to 
provide shade cover so that meetings 
can be held outside the small church 
building in what is a very sunny and 
hot environment and will also help in 
the purchase of good Christian teaching 
materials. 

Graeme Hodgkinson 
QLD Office 
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from the archives 
College Student in the Furneaux Islands? 

Speaking of the difficulties of 
ministry to the many isolated timber 
getting communities deep in the 
forests of Victoria's Gippsland, the 
Real Australian, dated August 1921, 
comments: -

"The timber mills are a considerable 
distance apart, with men living in 
hutments and tents, and are too far 
away to be worked from any parochial 
centre. To work them, a specialist is 
needed who might move in and out 
of the camps and thus cultivate their 
confidence, for some men will not take 
religion at the first question. It is not 
until he is seated at his camp fire, frying 
his evening bacon, that the average 
bush worker can be drawn. Truly in 
patience have some souls to be won. 

From experience it may be that these 
camps would be better worked not by 
ordained ministry, but rather by a band 

of Christian sawmill labourers. Put an 
earnest and intelligent Christian man in 
each mill, who shall earn his living like 
any other mill-hand and shall be keen 
for souls and unafraid to stand up for 
the Lord Jesus. They could hold services 
and their presence there influence the 
lives of those living there. 

Is this notion an impossible one? 
It may be to some, but let us remember 
that it was the notion widely 
entertained and acted upon by the New 
Testament Church and surely that is 
good enough for us." 

Does that sound like BCA's recent call 
for Co-Workers (self-funded)? Yes, there 
are still opportunities, may be not in 
forest areas but in other areas of remote 
Australia! 

Clem Kirkby 
Archivist 

I had never gone to church in an 
aeroplane before, but my time spent 
in the parish of Furneaux Islands with 
Bob and Sue Witten changed all that. I 
had come to the parish of the Furneaux 
Islands under the banner of BCA to stay 
with Bob and Sue in order to get a taste 
of remote ministry. 

It all began during the Moore 
College mission in Karratha (NorthWest 
Australia) last year. While we were in 
Karratha, Brian Roberts popped in to see 
how the team was going, and I floated 
the possibility of spending some of my 
summer break in a remote parish. 

A few phone calls and emails later 
and Brian put me in touch with the 
Wittens. Bob's greeting was cheerful but 
off-putting, 'Greetings from paradise!' 

'An island in the middle of the 
Roaring Forties in Bass Strait is 
paradise?' I asked. 

He assured me it was and asked me 
not to tell too many people. 

Arrangements were made and on 
Boxing Day my puppet Milton and I 
took off through the bushfire smoke 
shrouding Sydney and we headed for 
'paradise'. 

I had an interesting introduction to 
life on Flinders Island, the main island 
of the Furneaux group. Bob and Sue 
had to go to Launceston for an urgent 
medical need on my first Sunday in 
the Parish, and so on Saturday night 
Bob dictated his sermon to me while 
I typed it into my laptop. Some more 
work and the service was prepared. We 
and the parishioners at the two church 
centres on Flinders were reminded of 
the providence of our great God that 
there was someone to take Bob's place 
that week! 

The next five weeks gave me 
exposure to a whole swag of 
experiences of bush and island life. Bob 
and I went fishing with some locals 
Continued over the page 

the real australian 23 



College Student in the Furneaux Islands... real Australian gifts catalogue 
- always a good way to get to know 

the blokes. Then there was the Lawn 
Bowls and fishing. Milton and I helped 
Bob and Sue with Kids' Club. I sang 
along at 'Happy Hour' in the hospital 
and I supervised the Senior Citizens 
playing crib, visited parishioners and 
non-parishioners alike and we went 
fishing. On the third Sunday we flew to 
church on Cape Barren Island. 

For me it was a good chance to see 
what ministry is like outside Sydney 
Diocese. In a community like Flinders, 
you don't just have to learn the names 
of your congregations, you have to learn 
the names of the whole community. 
I didn't see how much of a city kid 

I am until I realised there were no 
convenience stores on the island! 

People however, are the same 
everywhere. Christians need to be 
encouraged, taught and built up; others 
need to hear the good news about being 
right with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ and it is great to see that isolated 
communities like those in the Furneaux 
Islands have gospel ministry through 
the enabling of BCA. 

And it was not all hard work. It was 
great to stay with Bob and Sue and 
enjoy their warm hospitality and see 
their island. I learned why they call it 
paradise, but please don't tell anyone! 
Glen Farrell 

A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity 2003 

your ijrft tMiyiiiff helps gospel work across Australia 

Order Early far Christmas... 
BCA'S SPECIAL CHRISTMAS FARE 
"Mother Meg's" Christmas Cakes 
& Traditional Puddings 
The cakes and puddings can be ordered either by yourself or 
through the Box Secretary at your Church. 

BCA 230 
CHRISTMAS PACK 
pother Meg's 450g cake, Mother Meg's 500g Christmas 
Pudding (cloth wrap), Perpetual Calendar, pack of 12 assorted 
Christmas Cards and a pack of 6 BCA Christmas Cards. These 
items would be worth $75.00 - SAVE $10.00! 

BCA 201/202 
MOTHER MEG'S RICH TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS CAKE 
Gift boxed. Available in 450g and 1kg sizes. 

BCA 203/204 
MOTHER MEG'S TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS PUDDING 
Attractively wrapped in a country-style cloth. Available in 500g 
and 1 kg sizes. Suitable for microwave ovens. 
BCA 230 Christmas Pack $66.00 
BCA 201 450g Mother Meg's Christmas Cake $18.00 
BCA 2021 kg Mother Meg's Christmas Cake $30.00 
BCA 203 500g Mother Meg's Christmas Pudding (cloth wrap) 

$18.00 
BCA 2041 kg Mother Meg's Christmas Pudding $30.00 
BCA 015 Christmas Cards (Assorted pack of 12) $9.00 
(Order at least 3 packs at$8.00/pk) 
BCA 016 BCA Christmas Card (Pack of 6) $ 1Z00 
(Order at least 3 packs at$10.00/pk) 

BCA 023 
Perpetual Calendar $10.00 
SAVE - Order 3 calendars or more and pay $9.00 each 

BCA 22 
Natural Wooden Pencil (each) $2.20 

ALL PRICES ARE GST INCLUSIVE 
Product only available while stocks last 
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Visit Missioners and Fish 
Islands - 26th May to 8th June 

It will be even better then last time! 
The 14 available places are filling fast. 
You must apply right now to get on board at 
the ridiculously 
Contact Paul for brochure on 
(02) 9262 5017 or e-mail: 
paul@bushchu< 



real Australian gifts catalogue ..;•. : : across Aystraaa 

"FROM THE HEIGHTS" - Volume I CD 
Written and performed by the Sylvania Anglican Church 
Worship Band and produced to facilitate the praise of God 
using modern sounds and chord structures. Songs are a mix of 
upbeat praise, gentle worship, teaching hymns and songs for 
specific purposes (eg. communion or confession). 
Volume 1 Songbook 
(not illustrated) Available for congregational use. 

"FROM THE HEIGHTS" - Volume II CD 

"FROM THE HEIGHTS" 
Volumes I & II together. Save $5.00 
BCA 237 "From the Heights" CD Volume I $20.00 
BCA237a 
BCA237b 

BCA238 

"From the Heights" 
"From the Heights" 

CD Volume II $25.00 
CDs Volumes I & II 

$40.00 
"From the Heights" Songbook $20.00 

WHAT WAS IMPOSSIBLE -
CD by The Scooter Two 
Australian children's CD deliberately written to fill a gap in the 
present Christian Children's music range-targeting all children 
(and their families) but especially those with little idea of the 
message of the gospel. In Kid's terms.... "It really rocksl" 
BCA 242 "What was Impossible" CD only $19.95 

OUTRAGEOUS PRAISE 
2 set CD by John & Eleanor Macpherson 
Comprising: 
• 19 original songs or praise and worship 
• designed for all age worship 
• includes vocal and backing versions 

OUTRAGEOUS PRAISE - SONGBOOK 
Separate book has music, lyrics and movements 
BCA 079 "Outrageous Praise" 2 CD set $33.00 

($10.00 to BCA) 
BCA080 "Outrageous Praise" Songbook $16.50 

($5.00 to BCA) 

ALL PRICES ARE GST INCLUSIVE 
Product only available while stocks last 

INTRODUCING THE BRAND NEW ALBUM 
from COLIN BUCHANAN. 

This album is a follow-up to his much loved "AUSSIE PRAISE 
for Kids" series. An album full of fun and energy which is sure 
to teach and encourage kids and adults alike. Songs include 
GOD IS EVERYWHERE, JESUS IS NO FAIRYTALE, WHO'S 
THE KING OF THE JUNGLE and THE LORD IS KING, 
written by Colin in response to the September 11 attacks. 
BCA-077 "10, 9, 8.. .GOD is GREAT" (CD only) $24.95 

LIVE IN THE BIG TENT - CD 
Includes "Follow the Saviour", "Practise Being Godly", 
"Jesus is the Mighty, Mighty King"and memory verse 
medley. 
BCA 083 Live in the Big Tent CD $19.95 

OLD FAVOURITES FROM COLIN BUCHANAN 

REMEMBER THE LORD 
BCA 75-4 Remember the Lord Video $24.95 
BCA 69 Remember the Lord CD 
BCA 70 Remember the Lord cassette 
BCA 71 Remember the Lord music book 

PRACTISE BEING GODLY 
BCA 74-1 Practise Being Godly Video 
BCA 72 Practise Being Godly CD 
BCA 73 Practise Being Godly cassette 
BCA 74 Practise Being Godly music book 

FOLLOW THE SAVIOUR 
BCA 72-1 Follow the Saviour CD 
BCA 73-2 Follow the Saviour cassette 
BCA 74-3 Follow the Saviour music book 

$19.95 
$14.95 
$21.95 

$24.95 
$19.95 
$14.95 
$21.95 

$19.95 
$14.95 
$21.95 

AND FOR EVERYONE! 

SPECIAL EDITION AUSSIE PRAISE- Volume I CD 
Includes the "Archbishop Rap" and features never before 
released songs. 
BCA 081 Special Edition Aussie Praise Volume I $19.95 

REAL HOPE - CD 
Includes songs for praise and worship - "Jesus My Lord", 
"He is Risen", "Glory to the Rock of Ages" and "All I Can 
Bring". 
BCA 082 Real Hope CD $29.95 



real Australian gifts catalogue 
BUSH PREACHER BITES THE DUST 
An old BCA favourite by author Kerry Medway, who served 
with BCA at Coober Pedy 
"My husband chuckled his way through each 
chapter with frequent outbursts of laughter. I have 
never seen him read a book so enthusiastically. I 
just had to get my nose into the book too, so next day 
whilst hubby was at work, I laughed my way through 
'Bush Preacher'" ...a grateful housewife. 
BCA 168 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust $12.75 

BUSH PARSON - by Leon Morris 
Former Principal of Ridley College, Melbourne and BCA 
Missioner during the years of World War II. Leon Morris' 
story is a "tribute to the big-hearted people I met in the 
outback". 
BCA 241 Bush Parson $10.00 

WE'RE HERE NOW, SO MAKE THE BEST OF IT -
by Margaret Douglass 
The life story of two ordinary people with whom God 
has done some extraordinary things - in the suburbs of 
Sydney, the POW camps of Germany, the outback of North 
West Australia, Anglican Ministry and Christian schooling. 
Full of pathos and the irony of living for a God whose 
thoughts are higher than ours. 
BCA98 We're Here Now... $32.75 

HOPE ON THE HORIZON 
A collection of works by Jocelyn Harvey. Jocelyn Harvey 
communicates the significance of joy and security in Jesus 
through her writing. This collection of poems and prose 
has been dedicated to the work and workers of the Bush 
Church Aid Society. 
BCA 169 Hope on the Horizon $10.00 

THERE ARE FLOWERS IN THE DESERT 
-by Audrey Aspeling 
The true story of the author's nursing experience in 
outback Australia from 1971-1974. 

AFTER THE DESERT - by Audrey Aspeling 
Sequel to "There are Flowers in the Desert" 
BCA 240 There are Flowers in the Desert $20.00 
BCA 026 After the Desert 15.00 

THE MEANING OF LIFE - by Jeanette Fogarty 
The story of Jeanette's spiritual journey which started 
at 15 when she went on a camping trip with BCA to 
Coober Pedy. Whilst worshipping here she had a vision 
that answered the question in her heart - "What is the 
meaning of life?". Well written and easy to read. 
BCA 235 The Meaning of Life $12.00 

OUTBACK RECIPES AND STORIES 
Compiled by Brian and Beverley Bell. Includes recipes and 
stories from the Outback cooks of Wilcannia, Menindee, 
White Cliffs, Tilpa and their friends. "The Outback" 

| - where women are known for their cooking. Here are 
some of their great recipes. Try them, enjoy them and get 
the taste of the Outback. 
BCA 028 Outback Recipe Book $10.00 

ORD RIVER TEA TREE OIL PRODUCTS 
Due to the discontinuation by the manufacturer of 
a number of their products we are able to make a 
special offer of stocks remaining - until sold out. 
BCA 09 250ml Hair Conditioner $7.00 
BCA 32 250ml Shampoo $6.50 
BCA 34 125gmSoap $2.20 

Note that other Ord River Tea Tree products are no 
longer available. 

PEWTER KEY RING 
Handcrafted Australian pewter. We regret the lost key 
ring identification system is not available. 
BCA 133 Pewter Key Ring $5.00 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE POSTER 
Your own actual sized poster of the image from the 
Memorial Plaque dedicated at the site of the Bp. Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital, Cook SA, on 3rd October 2001. 
BCA 029 Memorial Plaque Poster (Postage Paid) $20.00 

ALL PRICES ARE GST INCLUSIVE 
Product only available while stocks last 
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Yes! I'll help support ministry beyond the city in the 
ways indicated below... 

Please complete this merchandise order form 
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia 

BCACODE DESCRIPTION QTY 

SUB-TOTAL 

PLUS Postage and handling charges - $5.00 per order 

SUB-TOTAL 

$TOTAL 

my cheque/money order is attached for $ 

please debit my: 

Bankcard Mastercard j Visa card for 

expires on 

name on credit card 

please deliver to: 
Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials) 

signature 

address 

postcode 

telephone supporter no* 
^supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $5.00 
per delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish. 

3 0 spring 2002 
l •A 

Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials) 

address 

telephone 

postcode 

email 

supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover) 

my donation to Outback Ministry 

my donation to Outback Education Fund (tax deductible) 

my donation to Nursing and Medical Services Fund (tax deductible) 

for my regular donations, please debit my credit card for 

monthly quarterly 1/2 yearly annually 

my merchandise order form is attached 

my cheque/money order is attached for 

please debit my: 

Bankcard Mastercard Visa card for 

expires on 

name on credit card 

signature 

please tick your request for the following: 
I require a receipt for my donation 

please send me prayer notes 

please send me "The Real Australian" magazine 

please send me a money box for my donations 

please send me information about how I can support BCA through my Will 

please send me information on how I can donate shares to BCA 

the real australian 3 1 

Level 7, 37 York Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Ph: (02) 9262 5017 Fax: (02) 9262 5020 
E-mail: ra@bushchurchaid.com.au 

mailto:ra@bushchurchaid.com.au

